Ideas for Front Steps or Stoop for 1 
The Strevell House 


Pontiac, Illinois 
By Tom Vance 


The Strevell House is located in Pontiac, Illinois. The earlier part 
of the house was constructed in the early 1850s. An addition was 
added sometime in the 1860s which includes a central hallway and 
double front doors. There are currently some dilapidated brick stairs 
leading up to the front doors. 


The front door of the Strevell house is a double door protected by a 
balcony. The second story door is protected by a hood that is actually a 
middle roof gable. An early 20th century photo (below) shows a porch 
on the house. It is felt that this porch was added later, probably in the 
late 19th century. This is indicated by the style of the porch which is 
typical of a later period and also by the fact that the decorative brackets 
that support the door balcony can be seen under the porch. 


In looking at the architecture books of the 1850s and 60s, many of 
the houses illustrated have covered porches of a style similar that found 
on the 1858 Jones House in Pontiac. When the porch is not present, a 
hood or small roof is often extended out over the door to provide pro- 
tection against the weather. This is what is found on the Strevell house. 


A hooded door can have stairs, but often a small stoop is seen. 
In addition, the stoop often has a step in the front that extends around to 
the sides for a decorative effect - the side-step stoop. Stoops can also 
vary in size and shape. 


This report will examine examples of stairs and 
various size stoops found on 1840s-60s houses, pre- 


sent several options and make a recommendation 
based on the findings and adapted to the specific 
character of the Strevell House. 


Information for this report is drawn from pri- 
mary source 1840s-60s architecture books. These 
include works by Andrew Jackson Downing, Henry 
Hudson Holly, William H. Ranlett, Calvert Vaux 
and George E. Woodward. These and many other 
such books were the architectural building guides of 
the period for town and country cottages and homes. 
As such, they reflect the building methods used at 
the time. 


Recommendation 6 


The stoop with side steps seems to be common in the 1850s-60s and it seems that the size and con- 
figuration can vary. While several options have been presented, the recommendation for the Strevell 
House is a stoop with side steps that is constructed to match the size and shape of the balcony and hood 
above it. This would not only provide an attractive entrance to the house, it would also tie into and ex- 
tend the symmetry that was incorpo- 
rated in the upper two levels of the 
entrance area, and is probably what 
was originally found on the house. 


The sketch to the right shows 
what such a stoop might look like. 


‘The boards on the stoop could run par- Th ee ae 
allel with the edges - a configuration f ] fa 
that is seen on the Jones House porch- > q _ AAA \ 
or straight across. The stoop should be „=L || iti q a 3 
the same size as the balcony with the i gi na i 
steps extending beyond that. Ji 7 Pues Beek, 
i ujal e 


The stoop could be constructed 
using treated lumber. If treated lumber 


is used, it will need to dry for several es : 

months before painting, but then could 4 Stoop- sane Sg 

be painted about any earthy color that | { ue r | 
would match or contrast with the color | Abie. | 
of the house. | | | 
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Larger Stoop With Side Steps 


The Illustrations on this page are from The Architecture Of Country Houses by Andrew J. 
Downing, published in 1850. Illustration 17-18 is from Fig. 6 on page 72; Illustration 19-20 is 
from Fig. 23 on page 97. These show cottages with front door hoods, and larger stoops with 
side steps. Interestingly, these stoops do not show up in the house plans. 


Illustration 17 


Illustration 19 


Illustration 20 


Stoop With Side Steps 


Illustrations 12-14 are taken from Design No. 13, Plate No. 
56 in A Victorian Housebuilder’s Guide by George Woodward, 
published in 1869. It shows a small stoop with steps extending to 
the sides as well as in the front. Notice the door on the side of 
the house that has no hood but still has the same types of stoop 
with side steps. 
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Illustration 12 


The stoop with side steps is 
also seen in Villas & Cottages 
by Calvert Vaux, published in 
1864, page 84. Illustrations 15 
and 16 show stoops with side 
steps leading up to double en- 
trance doors. 


Illustration 15 


Illustration 16 


